
Liver fire in Traditional Chinese Medicine can arise from factors such as emotional stress, spicy diets, stagnant fluids, 
chronic illness, and excessive physical activity. Symptoms commonly include digestive issues such as abdominal 
distention and nausea, urinary discomfort like dark urine and a burning sensation, headaches, blurry vision, skin 
problems such as rashes and itching, respiratory issues like phlegm and sore throat, and emotional symptoms like 
irritability and restlessness. Treatment focuses on clearing heat, resolving imbalances, and restoring harmony through 
tailored diet adjustments, herbal remedies, acupuncture sessions, and lifestyle modifications.

Treatment Goals for Treating Liver Fire with Diet: 

• Clear Heat: Choose cooling foods and beverages to reduce heat in the liver, such as cucumber, watermelon, and 
herbal teas like chrysanthemum or mint.


• Soothe Liver Qi: Include foods that promote smooth flow of liver Qi, such as bitter greens (e.g., bitter gourd, 
dandelion greens) and lemon.


• Nourish Yin: Incorporate foods that nourish Yin to counterbalance excessive Yang and heat, like tofu, mung beans, 
and fruits such as pear and watermelon.


• Balance Bitterness: Emphasize bitter foods and herbs to clear heat and balance the liver, such as bitter melon, 
dandelion root, and chamomile.


• Avoid Heat-Generating Foods: Steer clear of spicy, greasy, and pungent foods that can exacerbate liver fire, 
including chili peppers, garlic, and deep-fried dishes.


• Moderate Protein Intake: Choose lean proteins like chicken, turkey, and fish while limiting red meat and fatty cuts 
to support liver function without overburdening it.


• Hydration: Drink plenty of water and cooling herbal teas throughout the day to maintain hydration and support 
detoxification processes in the liver.


• Mindful Eating: Practice mindful eating habits, avoiding overeating and late-night meals, which can aggravate liver 
fire symptoms.


By adhering to these treatment goals through dietary adjustments, individuals can effectively manage liver fire 
symptoms, promote liver health, and restore balance in Traditional Chinese Medicine.

Foods Recommended for Treating Liver Fire:

• Cooling Vegetables: Cucumber, celery, lettuce, watercress, broccoli, asparagus

• Bitter Greens: Bitter melon, dandelion greens, kale, arugula, collard greens

• Fruits: Watermelon, pear, apple, berries (especially blueberries and strawberries), lemon

• Legumes: Mung beans, adzuki beans, lentils

• Whole Grains: Barley, millet, oats, quinoa

• Lean Proteins: Chicken breast, turkey, white fish (e.g., cod, tilapia)

• Healthy Fats: Avocado, flaxseeds, chia seeds, olive oil (in moderation)

• Herbs and Spices: Mint, chamomile, chrysanthemum, dandelion root, turmeric

• Beverages: Green tea, herbal teas (especially cooling herbs like mint and chamomile), plenty of water

Foods to Avoid When Treating Liver Fire:

• Spicy Foods: Chili peppers, garlic, ginger, curry, hot sauces

• Greasy and Fried Foods: Deep-fried foods, fatty meats, rich sauces

• Alcohol: Beer, wine, spirits

• Caffeine: Coffee, black tea, energy drinks

• Excessive Sugar: Sweets, desserts, sugary beverages

• Processed Foods: Fast food, packaged snacks, processed meats

• Hot and Heating Foods: Heating spices (like cinnamon and cloves), excessive amounts of onions and leeks

• Eat Meals at regular intervals and don’t skip meals.

• Drink plenty of water throughout the day but avoid iced or overly cold drinks.

• Incorporate moderate exercise such as Tai Chi or going for walks 

• Manage stress through relaxation techniques such as mediation or breathing exercises.
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